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Reagan Is RepOﬂgd to Consider

By HEDRICK SMITH
Specjal to The New York Times
WASHINGTON, March 17 — Presi.

dent Reagan has %m. Ieeting
day with mem of the National
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eagan ving

ﬂonsan.dhe’scloaer' makingao:gf
Fdedsiomon'ﬂiemtogothanhehasj
been’ in recent weeks. But this official '
cautioned that it was not likely the
President would decide to have a new
American proposal presented immedi.-

m;‘)l't ng:a'): end up m a f}1ecision or it
» another official said. «
can see the President wanting meet
again. He et'mld say, ‘I want to discuss
this further’ or ‘Flush that one out for
.me more.’ "’ .
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Other high Administration officials

said Vice PresidentBush and Secretary

of State George P. Shultz favored mov-
ing from the erican position,
which calls for a ban on all medium-
rangenuclear missiles, to some interim
plan that would reduce the present
Soviet arsenal and put limits on sched-
wled American deployments. '
- *YThe Time Is Ripe’ .
After calls for a new American pro-
posal from Chancellor Helmut Kohl of
West Germany, Prime Minister Marga-
ret Thatcher of Britain, Foreign Minis-
ter Emilio Colombo of Italy and Prime

-Minister Ruud Lubbers of the Nether-

lands, Mr. Shultz was reported to feel
““the time is ripe for a new approach,”’

| possibly even before the end of the

month.
But officials said Defense Secretary

Caspar W. Weinberger, with backing
| from the Jotﬂ!'ﬂﬂ'staﬂ and other

Pentagon officials, was resisting a shift
in the American position now on the
ground that Moscow will not make
realistic concessions until American
missile deployments begin in Europe
late this year. . . :
Publicly, Mr. Reagan has defended
his initial position, known as the zero
option, as the best possible, but pri-
vately officials said that in January, be-
fore Vice President Bush took a seven-
nation tour of Europe to discuss the
arms talks, the President ordered the
development of alternative negotiating
positions. .
One official said the President’s in-
structions con the sense that he
was “‘dissatisfied with where things are
now”’ and “felt it was time to examine”’
various negotiating options after Mr.
Bush returned from Europe

in early.
. February. According to this officiai, the

o

President “wants to move a bit, he”
wants to shake it up a bit.”” But officials
cautioned that this still did not mean the ~
President had made a decision yeton g™
‘| new negotiating position. >
x 4 Options Reported e
| Officials said four options had been .
| prepared for him. They were described
as ‘‘concepts” rather than detailed ne- _
. Theﬁnﬂgst option, officials said, would -
1| 'be to stand pat with the Administra:
l| tion’s current position, the zero option,
which calls for the elimination of about
600 Soviet SS-20, SS-4 and SS-5 medium-
| range missiles and the abandonment of
| American ﬂlans to deploy 572 Pershing
2 and low-flying cruise missiles in Eu--

mgesecond option, according to offi-
| cials, would limit each side to 100 medi-

um-range nuclear missiles with a com-
‘ bined total of no more than 300 war-
heads, but permit each side the “free-
dom to mix’* various types of missiles
under these ceilings. A
| A third option, the officials said,

would impose limits not only on mis-
siles but also on bombers in the Euro-
pean theater that can carry nuclear
weapons. An earlier informal proposal .
discussed by Soviet and American
negotiators in Geneva called for 75 mis-
siles and 150 bombers for each side, but
both Governments turned it down.

A fourth option, officials said, is
known internally as a *“‘build-up, build-
down plan” because it would have the
United States gradually build up its ar-
senal of medium-range missiles as the
Soviet Union ‘“builds down” from its
present inventory until the two sides
bave equal numbers, and then gradu-
ally reduce those arsenals.
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